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A 


SERMON, &c 


Auos iii. Part of ver. 6. 


SHALL THERE BE EVIL IN THE CITY, 
AND THE LORD HATH NOT DONE IT? 


HOEVER wiſhes to read the Scrip- 
tures with that profit and advantage, 
which is the end for which they were penned, 
and handed down to ſucceeding generations, 
muſt regard them as containing a regiſter of 
the Divine Providence, delivering to us an 
account of God's dealings with the ſons of 


men from the beginning of the world to the 


period at which they were cloſed. And, the 
grand leſſon they were particularly deſigned to 
give and inculcate upon our minds, is the con- 
tinual ſuperintendence of the great Creator over 
the world which he hath made, as it's Lord and 
Sovereign, and the impoſſibility of any thing's 
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coming to paſs without his knowledge, per- 
miſſion, or direction. The truth of this is 
proved and illuſtrated by a continual ſeries of 
the moſt ſtriking inſtances, wherein his in- 
terpoſition is diſplayed for the protection and 
encouragement of virtue, and the diſcourage- 
ment and puniſhment of wickedneſs; that man- 
kind may have the cleareſt evidence that they 
are not left, as they are too apt to flatter them- 
ſelves, to follow their own evil imaginations, 
but ever obſerved by an all- ſeeing eye, and 
ſubject to a ſtrict account for the violation of 
that rule of duty which has been given them 
for the regulation of their conduct; whether 
it be that law of reaſon originally written on 
their hearts, or a ſubſequent revelation of 
the divine will, for the further illumination 

of their minds. 


This, I ſay, is the uſe to be made of the 
ſacred oracles, by thoſe who wiſh to derive due 
edification from their peruſal; without which 
they muſt neceſſarily be reſolved into a mere 
dead letter, void of all ſpirit, and conſe- 
quently, of all benefit to thoſe who have 
them in their hands; which of courſe cannot 
but be fatal in it's conſequences. 
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Upon this ground, the prophet, in the 
paſſage before us, muſt be underſtood as ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to zs, whom the Apoſtle 
ſtyles the 1/rae! of God. Shall there be evil 
in the city, and the Lord hath not done it? 
not moral evil, as ſome of our irregular teach- 
ers have ignorantly expounded it to their de- 
luded followers; but, the evil of affliction 
and trouble, ſent upon the children of diſo- 
bedience, for the chaſtiſement of their ini- 
quities. And, indeed, however deep men 
may be plunged into atheiſm by their impi- 
eties, there have been very few inſtances, I 
apprehend, where, in the day of calamity, 
they have not involuntarily fled for aid to a 
ſuperior power; feeling too ſenfibly the in- 
ſufficiency of their own ſtrength to reſt on 
for their ſupport. Even the moſt thought- 
leſs are made ſerious by the proſpect of death, 
and the profaneſt of mariners, not unfre- 
quently, are driven to their prayers by a 
ſtorm. And, whence this ſudden revolution, 
but from the conviction of an overruling 
Providence, which hath life and death at it's 
diſpoſal, and whoſe commands both winds 

and ſeas obey ? | 
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From the foregoing doctrine of God's 
ſuperintending and all- controuling provi- 
dence, we naturally are led to infer the folly 
of withdrawing our dependence from him, 
and placing it upon ſecond cauſes. A being 
who is every where preſent, and poſſeſſed of 
infinite power, muſt neceſſarily ſee every 
thing that is done, and even meditated; for 
the maker of all things cannot be ignorant of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart, He 
therefore can diſconcert the wiſeſt counſels, 
and defeat the mightieſt enterprizes. Whence 
it is, that the Wiſe Man tells us, he race 1s 
not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong. 
Armies may be muſtered refiſtleſs in Human 
judgment; but in the ſight of God, as im- 
potent and eaſy to be diſſipated as the duſt 
driven by the whirlwind. Even the heathens 
were impreſſed with the ſenſe of this truth, 
as may be gathered from numberleſs paſſages 
in their beſt writers; in which the doctrine 
is not only taught, but ſtrongly enforced. 
And whence could they have it, but either 
from the light of their reaſon, or from ſome 
communications which made their way to 
them from the word of God? But, what 

ever 
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ever may be the cauſe, the effect is certain; 
which is all that we are concerned to know. 


In the relation of the various calamities 
which befel the children of Iſrael, and which 
the Apoſtle informs us, were written for our 
learning, we are given to underſtand, that 
they were all inflicted by the divine appoint- 
ment, for the puniſhment of their ſins. The 
ſword, the famine, and the peſtilence, were 
not contingent evils; but, the commiſſioned 
executors of the divine juſtice. And there 
was no room left for miſinterpreting the cauſe 
of their infliction, becauſe they were pre- 
viouſly admoniſhed of what they had to ex- 
pe as the conſequence of their impeni- 
tence. 


But here, perhaps, it may be ſaid, that the 
caſe of the Jews, who lived under a the- 
ocracy, that is, under the divine govern- 


ment, is ſingular ; and not to be produced as 


an example from whence we are to draw an 
inference applicable to the reſt of the world. 
In reply to which objection, let me obſerve, 
that theſe judicial chaſtiſements were not 
confined to the people of God: the Gentiles 
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too had their ſhare of them, as may be ſeen 
in the many remarkable inſtances recorded by 
the inſpired writers; ſuch as the viſitation 
of Nineveh, Babylon, Agypt, Tyre, &c. 
which were all in their turns called to an 
account for their corruption, though not kept 
under the ſame regular diſcipline as «the 
Jewiſh nation. And ſurely there can be no 
wonder, that they ſhould experience this 
earneſt of the divine regard to their ways, as 
the deſcendants of Adam, though not the 
children of Abraham; and therefore ſubjects 
of his dominion, though not objects of his 
covenanted mercy. So that at the ſame time 
that God condeſcended to take up his reſi- 
dence between the Cherubim, in his Temple 
on Sion, as the kmg of Jfrael, he was alſo, 
as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, in the full extent of 
his ſovereignty, King of all the earth. Agree- 
ably hereto, the Apoſtle ſmartly aſks his 
bigoted countrymen: 1s be a God of the Fews 
only, is he not alſo of the Gentiles? Yes, ſays 
he, of the Gentiles alſo x. As the maker of 
all, he muſt ſurely be the God of all; and 
if ſo, the avenger of all who trample upon 
the known laws of his government. 


Rom. iii. 29. 


Having, 
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Having, as I hope, eſtabliſhed this point of 
the univerſality of the Divine Providence over 
the world, and the exerciſe of it's judicial au- 
thority, I ſhall proceed to the application of 
this important doctrine to the occaſion for 
which we are aſſembled. Let us then re- 
ſume the Prophet's queſtion: Shall zhere be 
evil in the city, and the Lord hath not done it? 
A city! Alas, what would the Prophet have 
ſaid, had he lived in ee days; when not | 
cities only, but kingdoms and empires are 
moved, and all Europe convulſed and ſhaken 
to it's very centre? What, I ſay, would the 
Prophet have faid, if he had been a ſpectator 
of this aſtoniſhing ſcene? The man of the 
world, who con/iders not in his mind the works 
of the Lord, neither regardeth the operations 
of his hands *, may impute all theſe extraor- 
dinary events to chance, or a blind fatality, 
and the agency of ſecond cauſes; and value 
himſelf upon his ſuperior wiſdom and ſaga- 
city in ſo doing. But, the ſervant of God 
will contemplate them in a very different 
light; he will diſcern that calamities, ſuch 
as theſe, ſpring not from the duſt, are not 
the product of accident, but the order of the 


* Pſalm xxviii. 6. 
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world's dread ruler. He will ſee in that 
furious oppreſſor who is deſolating vanquiſhed 
nations, and waſhing his footſteps with blood, 
a miniſter of wrath executing the vengeance 
of heaven upon a people, who by their evil 
deeds have diſgraced that holy name whereby 
they are called. He will conſider the ſavage 
perpetrators of theſe unparalleled enormities 
as raiſed up for this very purpoſe ; not as 
merely actuated by the impulſe of their own 
cruelty and ambition, but as the inſtruments 
of him whoſe ſword, the Pſalmiſt tells us, the 
ungodly are, and at whoſe command, we learn 
from the Prophet, it goeth through the land *. 
The luſtre of a great part of the Chriſtian 
Church, we know, has long been obſcured, 
not to ſay, eclipſed, by the errours which have 
been introduced into it's faith +; and the 
whole of it egregiouſly disfigured by the im- 
moralities which have crept into it's practice. 
The exhauſted patience, therefore, of it's 


Ezekiel xiv. 17. 


+ It is no wonder, ſays a very celebrated writer, if 
Atheiſm ſhould be ſo thriving a plant in Italy; nay under, 
if not within the walls of Rome itſelf; where inquiſitive 
perſons do daily fee the jugglings and impeflures of Prieſts 
in their pretended miracles. 
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adorable head and governor may be well 
ſuppoſed to have given it up to the judgment 
which it hath provoked, as well for the vin- 
dication of his own honour, as for the re- 
covery of his deluded and revolting people. 
This is no more than what the juſtice and ho- 
lneſs of God ſeem ſtrictly to require, and 
what the hiſtory of the Church ſhews us to 
be perfectly agreeable to the divine economy. 
Yet, notwithſtanding, it is not uncommon 
to hear men expreſſing theic wonder that a 
ſet of ſuch impious rebels againſt heaven, as 
well as ſubverters of all human government, 
and the enemies of every kind of virtue, 


ſhould be ſuffered to proſper and triumph in 


their enterprizes. But, in this they do no 


credit to their judgment; for, did they reaſon 
rightly, they would ſee, that theſe are the 
very men calculated for the work. For, who 
but ſuch unfeeling reprobates, are capable of 
the enormities by which the divine vengeance 
is executed? Could the religious, the hu- 


mane, and the liberal, defile churches, raze 


altars, flee like tigers on the ſpoil, and drink 
the blood of the ſlain? Either then the work 
muſt not be done at all, or it muſt be per- 
formed by ſuch inſtruments as theſe. And, 
let me add, if that antichriſtian power which 

hath 
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hath trodden upon the necks of kings, and 
made itſelf drunk with the blood of the 
ſaints, be now ripe for deſtruction, what 
engines could you find more ready to under- 
take, and better prepared to effect it, than 
that Leader, and that Army, who are at 
this time encamped againſt it ? And, how 
very remarkable is it, that out of the very 
boſom of this parent of corruption, ſhould 
ſtart up the avenger of her crimes; apoſta- 
tizing, as it ſhould ſeem, on purpoſe to qua- 
lify himſelf for the buſineſs! Oh, as the 
Apoſtle exclaims, how wunſearchable are the 
judgments of God, and his ways paſt finding 
out * What a field of contemplation opens 
to the reflecting mind! 


if But, what is the uſe we are to make of 
4 theſe moſt ſingular occurrences? Are they to 
i be regarded only as contributing to the news 
of the day, and the gratification of a trifling 
'f curioſity; as a ſubject of amuſing narrative, 
or ingenious ſpeculation? What faid our 
bleſſed Lord of the melancholy end of the 
poor wretches cruſhed by the ruins of the 
tower of Siloam ? Suppoſe ye that they were 


* Rom. xi. 33. ts 
ſinners 


E 
ſinners above all the Galileans becauſe they ſuf- 
fered ſuch things? I tell you, nay ; but, except 
ye repent, ye ſhall all litewiſe periſh x. 


It was in fact then a national warning, and 
an earneſt of what the whole kingdom had to 
expect, if they perſiſted in that wickedneſs 
which had drawn down ſuch a fearful judgment 
upon the heads of thoſe unhappy perſons. 
Permit me, therefore, my brethren, to re- 
commend the above awful declaration of the 
incarnate Deity to your impartial and ſerious 
conſideration. Suffer not yourſelves to re- 
gard the calamities, which have befallen the 
unfortunate ſtates expoſed to the wild incur- 
ſions of abandoned Gallic infidels, as peculiar 
to them, and to view them at a diſtance only 
as unconcerned ſpectators. Remember it is 
not interpoſing ſeas, nor proud navies riding 
thereon, which can protect thoſe. whom the 
Almighty ſhall have marked out for cor- 
rection. If God ſet his face againſt a people, 
neither their walls, nor their hoſts, can ſcreen 
them from his arm. He who hath all na- 
ture at his command, and can enable one to 
chaſe a thouſand, or tuo to put ten thouſand to 
flight , can never be at a loſs for means to 


Luke xili. 4. 7 Deut. xxxii. 30. 
humble 


„ 
humble thoſe who trample upon his laws, 
and bid defiance to his power. Their em- 
battled legions a rumour ſhall diſperſe, or 
freachery ſhall fruſtrate their counſels ; a pa- 
nic ſhall ſeize them, and their own fears ſhall 
put them to flight; or, miſtake and confuſion 
ſhall turn their own ſword in upon them. A 
ſtorm ſhall ariſe, and the gallant fleet, ſhattered 
and diſmantled, ſhall inglorious ſeek the 
port, or daſhed upon the rocks be ſwallowed 
up by the waves. So ſhall it happen to 
the enemies of the Lord, to thoſe whom 
he ſhall have given up to the terrors of 
the juſtice which they have inſulted. And, 
as he is no reſpefter of perſons, but ſooner or 
later, bringeth every impenitent nation into 
judgment, it becometh zs not to be high 
minded, but fear, leſt we alſo fall under the 
fame condemnation. For, how ſhall we eſcape, 
if we are guilty of the ſame provocations? On 
what grounds can we flatter ourſelves with 
the hope of ſuch a privilege? Why are the 
iniquities of one land to be tolerated more 
than thoſe of another ? Is fin leſs odious, and 
leſs malignant in an ifland, than on a conti- 
nent? In Britain, than in France, Germany, 
or Italy? Why then are ve not to take warn 


ing from thoſe awful acts of diſcipline by 
which 
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which hey have been exerciſed, and which 
ſeem ſo evidently ſet forth for our obſervation 
and inſtruction? 


But, what cauſe have we for alarm, what 
need of repentance? Was ever a nation ſa 
celebrated for it's charities, for its liberality 
to the diſtreſſed, it's relief to the ſick and diſ- 
abled, and it's compaſiionate ſuccour to the 
perſecuted ſtranger? Yes, thanks be to God, 
we ſtill ſtand high in the exerciſe of thoſe 
noble virtues. And, if the report of our tra- 
vellers may be relied on, there is a better 
ſenſe of religion, and a greater purity of man- 
ners among us, than in moſt, if not al other 
parts of the Chriſtian world. But, what 
then? Does this comparative merit prove 
that we are what we ought to be? May not 
we be bad, though thoſe around us are worſe? 
And, although the corruption of the other 
Chriſtian ſtates be more flagrant, and inve- 
terate, does it follow that ours is not far 
enough advanced to be ripe for viſitation ? 
Does the law excuſe one criminal, becauſe his 
guilt is not of ſo deep a dye as that of another? 
Or, if one man's caſe be deſperate, is that a 
reaſon why another's diſtemper ſhould be neg- 
lected? And, after all, may it not be an act 

of 
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of mercy to prevent final ruin by a timely ſe- 
verity? Now, if the reaſoning in the fore- 
going queſtions be ſolid, and incontrovertible, 
as I think it muſt be acknowledged to be, it 
is clear that no confidence can be built upon 
that favourite plea, the foundation of which 
they were deſigned to open and expoſe. 


Upon ſuch folemn occaſions as the preſent, 
it would be as unpardonable in a Preacher to 
conciliate the favour of his hearers by ſmooth 
flattering language, as it would in a Phyſi- 
cian to preſcribe for the palate inſtead of the 
diſorder of his patient. We are called upon, 
not without great reaſon, at ſo critical a time, 
to conſider our ways; to make a careful 
ſurvey of our manners, that we may ſee what 
there is in them which may have drawn up 
that heavy cloud which hangs with ſuch a 
lowering aſpect over our heads; and, when 
diſcovered, to remove it by contrite confeſſion, 
and an unfeigned repentance. What is it 
then that may be ſuppoſed to have kindled 
the divine diſpleaſure? We are involved in a 
burdenſome and bloody war, that affords no 
proſpect of a period; we are threatened with 


an invaſion by an inſolent, implacable foe that 
| breathes- 


En 
breathes nothing. but revenge, ſlaughter and 
extermination. At home we are haraſſed by 
a Spirit of Faction, reſtleſs in it's projects, and 
deſperate in it's meaſures. We have Public 
Advocates for regicide revolution, and Sedition 
hath flown through every corner of the king- 
dom ſounding the trumpet of revolt, 


What is it that hath provoked a gracious 
Providence to let looſe this Dæmon of diſcord 
upon us, and to bring theſe troubles upon our 
loins? Troubles of new and unnatural paren- 
tage; not the ſole, genuine offspring of diſ- 
appointed Ambition, impoveriſhed Licentiouſ- 
neſs, and eccentric Fanaticiſm; but of wanton 
Affluence, and capricious Ipconſtancy con- 
joined; nauſeating the unvaried continuance 
even of the b/efings they enjoy. As the 
wound muſt be probed before it can be healed, 
let us boldly make the needful ſearch, ſelect- 
ing the grand lines which communicate more 
immediately with the heart of the evil. And, as 
there confeſſedly are not two more formidable 
enemies to the welfare of ſociety than Pride 
and Luxury, let our firſt enquiry be into the 
aſcendency which hey have attained amongſt 


us. Do then the contributions levied by 
them 
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them embarraſs our circumſtances, injure 
our families, and force us to withhold from 
our diſtreſſed creditors the ſatisfaction of their 
demands? And, are we thereby incapacitated 
for paying that attention which we owe to 
the wants of our neceſſitous brethren, and 
for the performance of thoſe acts of libera- 
lity and benevolence by which we might do 
ſo much good in the world? Are the effects 
of theſe deſtructive vices ſo felt in almoſt 
every rank of life, as to be productive of 
general diſtreſs, and of attempts to repleniſh 
exhauſted fortunes, no leſs fatal to the peace 
of individuals than the public tranquillity and 
welfare? And, are they every day encreafing 
in ſtature and in ſtrength ? 


Are we chargeable with notorious incon- 
tinency, and defilement of the marriage bed? 
Are ſnares laid for the unguarded Virgin's 
honour, and ſubtle intrigues formed for ſub- 
verting the fidelity of the Wife? 


Is our land defiled with the blood of the 
ſlain in reſentment of affronts, and avenging, 
inſtead of forgiving injuries; making thereby 

| ' 
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the commandment of God of none effect, by the 


vain pretence of vindicating honour ? 


Are riches idolized, the ſacred boundary 
between right and wrong overleaped to gain 
them, and the face of the poor ground to fill 
the deepened coffer with the unrighteous 
mammon f 


Is there trading in robbery, and ſcientific 
ſtudying of theft? Are there thouſands, and 
tens of thouſands who exiſt upon the fruits of 
fraud and difhoneſty * ? 


Are Parents and Guardians anxious for 
the proficiency of children in elegant accom- 
pliſhments, but indifferent and inattentive to 
the cultivation of their religious principles; or, 
in the more expreſſive phraſe of the Apoſtle, 
the bringing them up in the nurture and admo- 


nition of the Lord +? 


* According to the eſtimate of a very celchrated 
author, no leſs than an hundred and {iiteen thouſand are 
ſupported by theſe means in the metropolis only. See 
Treatiſe on the Police, &c. 


7 Epheſ. vi. 4. 
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Laſtly, Is there any remarkable prevaleney 
of irreligion, infidelity, contempt of ſacred 
things, profanation of the ſabbath, and neg- 
lect of the divine ordinances ? And above all, 
(as what moſt nearly concerns our Maker's 
honour, and the ſalvation of mankind) is the 
houſe of God converted into an houſe of mer- 
chandize? And, are ungualiſied and unworthy 
perſons admitted to wait at the altar, and feed 
themſelves with the fat of the ſacrifices, 
while the enlightened, vigilant, and conſci- 
entious, but, friendleſs Paſtor, is ſuffered to 
lie unnoticed, and ſtruggle unpitied, with 
contempt and poverty? And, may not this 
mal-adminiſtration have entailed on the whole 
Order that loſs of eſteem and influence, which 
has probably opened the paſſage for that tor- 
rent of diſipation, and difſoluteneſs of man- 
ners which have overrun, and nearly over- 
whelmed, -very part of the community ? 


As it is by ſuch interrogatives only that we 
can get an adequate inſight into our ſituation, 
it muſt be with a fingular force and propri- 
ety that they are brought forward upon ſuch 
a ſolemn occaſion as the preſent ; and there- 


fore I perſuade myſelf, that no offence will 
be 
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be taken at the plainneſs with which they 
have been propoſed. For, ſuch evils as thoſe 
above pointed at are enough to weigh down 
and fink the moſt flouriſhing kingdom on 
earth. And, if they do exiſt and prevail 
among zs, they muſt either be rooted up by 
a ſincere and hearty repentance, or reduce us 
to that miſery and ruin, which have been the 
portion of all thoſe profligate and impenitent 
ſtates that have run the career of wickedneſs 
before us. For, however light men hard- 
ened in fin may make of their vices, they 
will not fail to kindle the indignation of a 
righteous and holy God. What ſhall we fay 
then to theſe things? are we guilty, or are 
we not? Let Conſcience ſpeak; and, as our 
hearts are open to he eye of bim with whom we 
have to do, let us humbly acknowledge and 
bewail what it will be in vain to attempt to 
cover and conceal. Truth, I fear, will oblige 
us to confeſs that, in all the particulars above 
ſpecified, our depravity is of no moderate 
ſize, and that we have much to fear, much 
to apprehend, if a ſtrong, timely, and efef7ual 
check be not given it. There is no obſerving 
man who doth not ſee, and no good man who 


doth not lament and tremble at the growing 
C 2 corruption 
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corruption of the age; eſpecially, at that 
hardneſs of heart with which it is accom- 
panied. 


Shall we then repent, or ſhall we brave 
it out, and go on unrelenting and unreformed, 
till judgment overtake us? Shall we madly | 
perſiſt to cloſe our eyes that they may not ſee, 
and flop our ears that they may not hear? ſuf- 
fering ourſelves to be driven by our guilty 
fears to every contemptible retailer of athe- 
iſtical and infidel ſophiſtry for a ſpecific to 
quiet our troubled ſpirits, and ſupport us in 
the proſecution of our ſinful pleaſures? Shall 
we tamely ſubmit to this moſt galling, and 
abect of all ſlavery, and not manfully reſolve 
to rea our bonds? Will they who dare to 
tell us Shere is no God, and that our heavenly 
religion is nothing but a cunningly deviſed fa- 
ble, will they, I fay, indemnify us againſt the 
terrible conſequences to which their doctrines 
may expoſe us? Will they prove that the ſcrip- 
ture is not the word of God, and that there 
is neither any Providence to regard the actions 
of men in fhis life, nor any place of torment 
prepared tor the reception of reprobates in the 


next! f 
How 
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How loſt then to all common ſenſe, as well 
as common prudence, muſt we be, if we 


liſten to theſe infatuated agents of the Prince 
of Darkneſs ! 


Wherefore, to conclude, fince repentance 
is the only thing that can fave men from the 
puniſhment due to their fins, and, ſooier or 
later, all nations are called to an account for 
their iniquities, let us wiſely conſider our 
ways, and put away the evil of our doings. 
Let us humble ourſelves under the mighty hand 
of God, that he may lift us up. No nation 
under heaven has had fuller experience of 
the Divine mercy and goodneſs than ourſelves. 
Let our praiſes then, and thankſgivings, teſ- 
tify our gratitude for the bleſſings we have 
received; let our filial ſubmiſſion and obe- 
dience encourage and entitle us to pray, and 
hope for further favours. In the Lord, let 
us, with the Pſalmiſt, put our truſt; and in 
his protection, not i or own ſword, or the 
might of our own arm, place the ſtrength of 
our confidence. Let us fear him, and we 
ſhall have nothing elſe that we need to fear. 
Our ſituation, our natural courage and prow- 
eſs, our nautical {kill and naval ſtrength, 

together 
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together with our unrivalled commercial 
wealth, theſe advantages, I ſay, crowned with 
the Divine bleſſing, may raiſe us above the 
reach of the moſt formidable enemy that 
can attack us. If, I ſay, we will but thus 
make God our friend, be true to ourſelves, 
and uſe with becoming energy the means of 
defence which the Divine Providence has ſo 
graciouſly put in our power, how may we 
then laugh at the folly, and deſpiſe the boaſt- 
ing inſolence of that vain-glorious, atheiſtical 
foe, who ſo maliciouſly watches for our de- 
ſtruction! And, that this may be our happy 


| caſe, that the Lord of Hoſts may go forth 


with our fleets and our armies, that he may 
continue to us that favour and protection, to 
which we are ſo recently indebted for one of 
the moſt glorious and important victories re- 


corded in naval hiſtory; let it be the reſolution 


of every one of us, to caſt away the idols 
which we have ſet up in our hearts, and devote 
ourſelves ſincerely and wholly to his ſervice; 
Jet it be our unalterable determination to 
fear God, honour the king, and promote the 
publick welfare ; let us ſhew ourſelves men, 
and Chriſtians, and then we. ſhall not fail to 
be (what otherwiſe we never can be) patriots; 

let 
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ict us ſtudy to diftinguiſh ourſelves by being 
exemplary in our ſtations, labouring to ſtop 
the progreſs of licentiouineſs, to cruſh the 
heads of Anarchy and Sedition, and to revive 
a ſpirit of ſobriety, ſubordination, induſtry, 
frugality, loyalty, and reverence for the laws. 
Let us, above all things, let us cultivate a 
ſpirit of charity, and /o/low peace with all 
men; bidding an cternal adieu to thoſe fatal 
diviſions, and that unbridled animoſity which 
have been ſo long blindly and unfeelingly tear- 
ing our bleeding Country in pieces; and let the 
generous, the noble, the o conteſt be, who 
ſhall approve himſelf the moſt active, and 
moſt diſintereſted in her ſervice. In obedience 
to the ſolemn call given us to awake out of 
our fleep, and conſider the things that make 
for our temporal as well as eternal peace, let 
us lay theſe things di/þaſhionately and ſeriouſly 
to heart. Let this be the cloſing day of folly 
and wickedrzeſs, and the beginning of a life 
of wiſdom and virtue; throwing off the old 
man, with all his evil and corrupt affections, 
and putting on the new man, created after God 
in righteouſneſs and holineſs, And, oh! that 
we may experience the bleſſedneſs of ſuch a 
change, that we may know the happineſs of 

having 


. 
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having the Lord for the rock of our ſalvation, 
may God of his infinite mercy grant, for the 


fake of his Son, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord! To 
whom, &c. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


ro THE 


READ 


HE following Diſcourſe was not de- 

livered agreeable to the expectation of 
the writer, an unforeſcen obſtacle having 
ariſen to prevent the execution of his purpoſe. 
But, as the opinion of a judicious friend, to 
whom it was accidentally ſhewn, was ſtrongly 
in favour of it's publication, on account of 
it's apparent uſeful tendency, it was without 
heſitation immediately committed to the preſs ; 
and on this ground it is now oftered to the 
peruſal of thoſe who have a reliſh for ſuch 
plain practice 1 performances: hoping they will 
not th nk th: worſe of it, becauſe it is not 


allowed to tell che dame of it's author. 
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